Indicators of rising damp
The tables below give examples of features of a house that can be affected by rising damp and describes how this may appear to an assessor. This will help an assessor to identify that the house is affected by damp and to distinguish what type of damp it is. 
	Feature
	Indicator
	Description

	Walls (Exterior)
	Discolouration
	· Darkened colouring of bricks or stonework

	
	Moss growth
	· Moss growing near the bottom of the wall, but above the DPC

	
	Deterioration
	· Crumbling of the surface finish of stonework close to the ground

	Walls (Interior)
	Deterioration of wall fabric and finishings
	· Discolouration of paintwork or wallpaper, normally in a regular pattern such as an almost horizontal tidemark
· Soft, flaking or bubbling plaster on lower wall surfaces
· Flaking and bubbling paintwork on lower wall surfaces
· Loose wallpaper on lower wall surfaces
· Skirtings affected by rot

	House interior (all parts)
	Odour
	· Be aware of a dank moist smelling atmosphere in the room that could be coming from damp carpets, bed covers or mattress
· Use this as an indication that there may be a damp problem in the room
· Seek to find the source and cause of such a dampness problem

	
	Fungi
	· Look for fungi growth in all rooms, for example on walls, carpets etc.
· This may indicate that there is a damp problem, or it may be the result of rot or other causes of dampness
· Try and find the source of the problem to identify if it is due to rising damp

	Wooden Floors
	Rot
	· Wood showing discoloration and may be crumbling or deteriorating
· May be affected by rot
· Boards failing to support weight when walked on
· Dampness affecting carpet



Causes of Rising Damp
The next table describes the main causes of a house being affected by rising damp and explains how an assessor can identify defects in the damp proof course ( DPC). Assessors should note that the absence of a DPC does not in itself mean the house is below tolerable standard. Visible indicators inside the house will normally be the trigger for a house failing the tolerable standard on the basis of rising damp
	Damp Proof Course ( DPC)
	Absence
	Some older houses were built without a DPC (and may not suit one) Basements converted into living accommodation may be below the DPC line Chimneys and hearth areas may not have a DPC and be more susceptible to rising damp problems

	
	Bridging
	Look to see if the ground level is raised next to the wall Presence of spoil material against the base of the wall Retaining walls may be supporting earth and this can bridge the DPC

	
	Damage
	Deep structural cracks that may affect the damp proof course Deterioration of the waterproof barrier may allow water to rise unhindered into the building fabric Inappropriate repair to DPC and/or lower structures of houses with no DPC may allow rising damp to occur


Indicators of Penetrating Damp The following table summarises the main areas of a house that may be affected by penetrating damp and describes how this may appear to an assessor. This will help an assessor to identify that the house is affected by damp and to distinguish what type of damp it is.
	Feature
	Indicator
	Description

	Walls (exterior)
	Damp patches
	· Look for discoloured or darkened damp patches on any part of the walls of the house
· Any noticeable deterioration in the outward appearance of the brick of stonework

	
	Moss growth
	· Moss growth in a line down the wall, possibly below a plumbing overflow or defective guttering, indicates a persistent damp problem

	Walls (interior) & ceilings
	Damp patches
	· Both walls and ceilings can be affected by penetrating damp
· There may be an obvious damp patch because the walls or ceilings are discoloured
· Wallpaper may be loose or bubbling, and paintwork can also deteriorate and flake off in the affected area
· Plaster can deteriorate and lose its structure, feeling soft to the touch

	Internal roof-space & wooden structures
	Rot
	· Examine the internal roof-space for evidence of water penetration
· Wooden roof structures, including beams and supports, may be affected by rot
· This will, in turn, affect the house's structural stability

	House interior (all parts)
	Odour
	· Be aware of any bad or musty smell in the room that could be coming from damp carpets, bed covers or mattress
· Use this as an indication that there may be a damp problem in the room
· Seek to find the source and cause of such a problem

	
	Fungi
	· Look for fungi growth in all rooms, for example on walls, carpets etc.
· This may indicate that there is a damp problem, or it may be the result of rot or other causes of dampness
· Try and find the source of the problem to identify if it is due to penetrating damp


Causes of Penetrating Damp
The tables below describe some of main causes of a house being affected by penetrating damp and explain what defects an assessor should look for that may indicate water penetration.
	Feature
	Indicator
	Description

	Walls (exterior)
	Pointing
	· Crumbling, loose or missing pointing and render may allow water to pass into the interior fabric of the building
· Inappropriate repair using cement mortar may force water into the fabric of the building

	
	Cracking
	· Cracks in exterior walls may let or draw water enter the internal fabric

	Rainwater management
	Roof
	· Look for damaged, displaced or missing tiles on the roof

	
	Flashings
	· Damaged flashings may allow water to seep underneath and into the internal fabric

	
	Guttering & down-pipes
	· Damaged, missing or displaced guttering or down-pipes may deflect excessive amounts of rainwater onto the exterior walls
· Guttering that is blocked with leaves, moss, silt or vegetative growth will not be able to adequately manage the rainwater



